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1. EMBASSY MARKET SURVEY OF JANUARY 12 SHOWED THE 
PRICES OF MOST MEATS ROSE FROM THOSE REPORTED 
DECEMBER 29: PROK FROM 1600 TO 1700, BEEF FROM 1800 
TO 2000 (REACHING 2200 ON SURVEY OE JANUARY 5), AND 
BUFFALO FROM 1400 TO 1500 (REACHING 1800 KIP PER KILO 
ON JANUARY 5). THE PRICE OF CHICKEN AND DUCK ALSO 
ROSE EROM 1500 TO 1800 KIP DURING THE SAME PERIOD. 

THE PRICES OE MOST FISH ALSO ROSE DURING THE SAME 
PERIOD: CATEISH FROM 1400 TO 1800, SERPENTHEAD FISH 
FROM 1400 TO 1700, DIRED FISH FROM 1200 TO 1500, AND 
RIVER CARP FROM 1000 TO 1500 KIP PER KILO. 
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2. THE PRICE OF ALL QUJHITIES AND TYPES OF RICE 
REMAINED ABOUT THE SAME FROM SURVEY OF DECEMBER 29 TO 
JANUARY 12. SUGAR, COFFEE, AND MOST DRY GOOD SUCH AS 
SOAP, CIGARETTES, AND TOOTHPASTE ALSO REMAINED THE 
SAME. THE PRICE OF TEN EGGS, HOWEVER, DRECEASED FROM 
950 TO 900 KIP. 
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3. THE PRICES OE SOME VEGETABLES INCREASED BY A SMALT. 
MARGIN IN THE JANUARY 12 SURVEY, THUS BREAKING A MONTH 
LONG TREND OF FALLING VEGETABLE PRICES. 

4. THE BLACK MARKET RATE FOR A DOLLAR HELD CONSTANT 
WITH THE 1500 KIP RATE REPORTED JANUARY 2, 1977, AS 
REPORTED REFTEL. 

5. COMMENT: IN THAT THE ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALARY FOR 
AN AVERAGE URBAN WORKER IS ABOUT 5,000 TO 6,000 KIP, 

ONLY FOREIGNERS, WEALTHY LAO AND THOSE LIVING ON SAVINGS 
CAN AFFORD TO BUY FREE MARKET MEAT AT THESE PRICES. 
CORCORAN 
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